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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAID, EEC, SF 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE EC AID TO HOMELANDS 

1. GUARDIAN CORRESPONDENT REPORTED FROM BRUSSELS 
MARCH 19 THAT EC COMMISSION OFFICIALS ARE LOOKING INTO 
THE POSSIBILITY OF EXTENDING THE EEC'S NEW TRADE AND 
AID AGREEMENT WITH 46 DEVELOPING COUNTRIES IN AFRICA, 
THE CARIBBEAN, AND PACIFIC TO INCLUDE SOUTH AFRICA'S 
BLACK HOMELANDS, OR BANTUSTANS. THE IDEA IS THAT THEY 
WOULD BE OFFERED COMMUNITY PRIVILEGES AS SOON AS THEY 
GAINED "INDEPENDENCE." 
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2. ACCORDING TO THE REPORT THE 30 COMMISSIONERS WHO 
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MAY OR MAY NOT BE AWARE OF THE CONTROVERSIAL NATURE 
OF SUCH AN INITIATIVE, HAVE YET TO DISCUSS THE PRO- 
POSALS WHICH ARE ONLY IN A FORMATIVE STAGE. BUT THERE 
HAS BEEN SOME CHANGE AT THE COMMISSION IN THE ATTITUDE 
TOWARDS PRETORIA SINCE MR. VORSTER, THE PRIME MINISTER, 
OPENED UP CONTACTS WITH BLACK AFRICA. THE COMMISSION 
HAS ALREADY SAID THAT IT WOULD SUPPORT ANY REQUEST FROM 
AN INDEPENDENT ANGOLA, MOZAMBIQUE, AND NAMIBIA (SOUTH- 
WEST AFRICA) FOR ASSOCIATED STATUS WITH THE EEC WHILE 
SOME COMMUNITY OFFICIALS ARE QUESTIONING WHETHER LESOTHO 
A MEMBER OF THE GROUP OF 46 YET SURROUNDED BY SOUTH 
AFRICAN TERRITORY, IS IN FACT MUCH MORE INDEPENDENT THAN 
THE BANTUSTANS WOULD BE. 

3. THE REPORT CONCLUDES BY SAYING THAT THE FINAL 
DECISION WOULD, HOWEVER, DEPEND ON THE UNANIMOUS AGREE- 
MENT OF ALL PARTIES CONCERNED, INCLUDING THOSE DEVELOP 
ING COUNTRIES ALREADY ASSOCIATED WITH THE COMMON MARKET. 
JUDGING BY THEIR PRESENT ATITITUDE, IT IS UNLIKELY THAT 
THE BANTUSTANS WILL BE GRANTED EQUIVALENT STATUS. 
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